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Where Williamsport Begins

 On September 16, 2018, the Williamsport Bureau of Fire was 
called to a row home blaze on Mosser Avenue in Newberry. They 
saw flames shooting from the home on the west end of the row and 
heavy smoke was filtering into the other row homes. It was a 
dangerous situation, but the fire department successfully kept the fire 
contained to the west end unit. But extinguishing this fire is not the 
end of the story. 
 After a fire, 
property owners 
are expected to 
clean up, repair 
the damage, and 
then everyone 
goes back to 
their normal lives. 
Unfortunately, 
situations occur 
when this doesn’t 
happen. Three of 
the four row units 
were soon made 
shipshape, but the heavily damaged and scorched west end unit 
remained unlivable, vacant, and deteriorating. 
 City offices from 2018 through 2024 worked unsuccessfully to get 
the fire-damaged unit secured and repaired. Regrettably, not only 
was the owner unable to make repairs but the home also could not 
be demolished by the city because it was essential to the structure of 
the whole row-home edifice. It seemed the property was destined to 
be an eyesore and a detriment to the neighborhood. 

   But in 2022, the 
Slaughter administration 
budgeted over $2 million 
in Federal CDBG-CV 
CARES Act funds to 
the Redevelopment 
Authority (RDA). For 
years before this influx 
of funding, the RDA, 
the Blighted Property 
Review Board, and the 
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Codes Office have targeted blighted residential 
properties, ordering property owners to address 
failing conditions. Some homes were repaired 
through these actions, but many, like the Newberry 
end row house, languished and became worse. 
With the new funding, though, the mayor was soon 
able to order blighted properties with no positive 
action to be turned over to the Redevelopment 
Authority. 
 In addition to providing funding to acquire those 
blighted properties, the city administration created 
a Land Bank Authority. This authority can hold 
or “bank” property if needed or repair and return 
blighted properties to productive use. These newly 
empowered options gave the city a method to 
quickly address ongoing problems. 
 The Mosser Avenue unit is the first property 
targeted with all the pieces in place. The unit has 
been inspected and determined to be repairable. 
The RDA negotiated with the owner and finally 
acquired the unit in 2024. August Memmi, 
newly appointed Executive Director of the RDA, 
explained that contractors have gutted the interior 
and have already completed many planned 
renovations. The unit will have an open floor plan, 
two bedrooms, one and one-half baths, a new 
kitchen, and all-new heating and electrical. The 

Redevelopment Authority... (Continued from page 1)

home should be advertised for sale sometime in 
October 2024, marketed by a local realtor. The 
RDA will require owner occupancy for this home; it 
will not be a rental unit. 
 Additional units on Market Street, Park Avenue, 
and High Street are in the acquisition process, but 
the first home acquired, rehabilitated, and sold will 
be a Newberry home. If you are interested in the 
property, you may contact August “Skip” Memmi at 
Amemmi@williamsportRDA.org. 
 A community is made up of people, but people 
need good structures to call home. The Mosser 
Avenue property story illustrates the slow but 
steady progress our local government has been 
making in building up the value of our local 
community. ~ Mary Rucinski

John M. Confer          John E. Springman Kristen M. Overdorf   
Funeral Director        Funeral Director  Funeral Director 

1914 Memorial Avenue Williamsport, PA 17701 
Phone: 570-323-7717 Email: KCFH@KnightConfer.com 

www.KnightConferFuneralHome.com 
 
 

Michael R. Lingg, Licensed Supervisor 

(570) 560-6783  
newgrowthlc.org 
yourfriends@newgrowthlc.org    

2100 W 3rd St, Williamsport
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 Facebook and other social media sites have 
become the “go-to place” to find out what is 
happening in the lives of family, friends, and 
persons in the community. However, it has been 
advised in recent years that the less information 
one posts about their whereabouts, the better and 
safer it is for everyone.  
 Yet over a hundred years ago, the newspaper 
would regularly print the goings on of people here 
in Newberry.  
 In the Nov. 5th, 1903, edition of The Evening 
News, page 5 had a list of what people in several 
towns across the county were up to. The section 
was entitled, “Brief Mention of What the People 
Are Doing in Hustling Lycoming County Towns 
Written for Readers of “The Evening News.” There 
were no pictures of their lattes, but their “status-
es” were much like what is listed on social media 
today
 Here is what the people of Newberry were up 
to back in 1903 in a simpler and safer time. 
 

• William Harper, who is employed at Jamison 
 City by the Pennsylvania Railway company, is 
 spending a few days at home. 
 

• Mr and Mrs. Joseph Quigle are spending a few 
 days In Warrensvillle.
 

• Mrs Mary DulBeld is visiting at Shamokin 
 

• Mrs. Isaac Sweltzer, wife of Engineer Sweitzer, 
 has returned to her home in Corning. 
 

• George Cochran will move from his farm to 
 Williamsport. His son Stephen will work and 
 reside on the farm.
 

• Mrs. Charles Hess, of Pottsville, [is] the guest of 
 her brother, Remer Wertz. 
 

• Mrs. James Lentz and sons Ed and James 

 returned home from Clearfield after visiting with 
 her son Harry.
 

• Mrs. Harry Metzger is moving her household 
 goods to Williamsport, where she will reside. 
 

• Harry Watkins has returned from Shamokin. 
 

• Joseph Duffield is reported quite ill at the Erie 
 Soldiers Home.  
 

• Howard Cramer is out for a ten days’ hunt. 
 

• Edward Foster, of Corning, is spending a few 
 days with his mother, Mrs. Thomas Kenney. 
 

 What this provides us, like with social media, is 
a snapshot into the everyday life of the community, 
the ebb and flow of life that is often humdrum, but 
ties us together and makes our community what it 
is. ~ Don Smith
 

Newberry FaceBook, Circa 1903

Shop
www.equinoxltd.com

for great outdoor
gear

Fundamental Tools for Earth Travelers
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OUR HOME PAGE...
www.insidenewberry.org
We’re on the World Wide Web! You can now 
find insideNewberry on the internet. 
Read current and past issues of the 
newsletter.

R E A L  E STAT E  &
M A N A G E M E N T

S E R V I C E S

570-651-9205 Phone
570-505-1872 Fax  Cell 570-916-6480
136 Catawissa Avenue Web sunriserealestate.net
Williamsport, PA 17701 Email dawn@sunriserealestate.net

Dawn R. Cohen
Realtor®

Broker/Owner
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The Legacy of Mothers: 
Five Newberry Women Remembered

(Continued on page 5)

 A number of years ago, I wrote an article 
about Newberry moms and the important role 
they played in our lives, our neighborhood, and 
our community. This article is dedicated to the 
five Newberry moms in the block-and-a-half area 
where I grew up, beginning in the early 1960s: 
Mrs. Theresa “Babs” Esposit, Mrs. Sarah “Sal” 
Hostrander, Mrs. Louise Hoffer, Mrs. Joanne 
Mazzante, and my mom, Mrs. Sophia “Sophie” 
Ross. Of note, these mothers were always 
addressed as “Mrs.,” even 
into our adulthoods. They 
raised us to be respectful in 
that way, and we gave them 
that respect. 
 Between them, these
moms raised 25 children, and they instilled in us 
their values, expectations, and traditions. Church 
was one of those very important traditions. We 
attended weekly Mass and Holy Days of 
Obligation, received all our sacraments, and could 
quote the Baltimore Catechism from cover to cover 
(especially the Esposit children who attended 
Catholic schools!). Participation in our schooling 
was also something these moms valued. They 
attended PTA meetings—some serving as officers. 
They worked the baked bean dinners at the (then) 
Roosevelt Junior High School and the school 
festivals at Jackson Elementary. They made sure 
that homework was completed and chores were 
done before we were allowed outside to play. Who 
we are and what we do today is a result of their 
love. They were our Village. 
 Mrs. Hoffer was the quietest of the group. Most 
of her children were older and had their circle of 
friends. But they would watch over us while we 
played in the alley between Dove and West Fourth 
Streets. Mrs. Hoffer would invite us to “come sit on 
the swing and chat,” offering fruit and the 
occasional popsicle. She passed in 2004 and left 
us with a legacy that nothing was impossible if you 
had faith and perseverance. 
 Mrs. Hostrander loved to talk. She would tell us 
stories about her “younger” days and her travels. 
She was the only mother who had a garden, and 
she would gift us with the best leaf lettuce – 
instructing us that it had to be eaten on a sandwich 

of white bread, mayonnaise, and salt. Her recipe 
for Pizza Burgers is in the first Ross Family 
Cookbook. One of my earliest memories of Mrs. 
Hostrander was the day she made the girls in the 
neighborhood skirts of giant catalpa leaves from 
the tree in their backyard. She also created 
beautiful ornaments and baskets from beads and 
safety pins. Many of us have at least one of her 
creations that we were gifted for showers or 
weddings. She passed in 2008 and left us with a 

legacy that life should be 
filled with fun and creativity. 
 My mom was the “my 
house is your house” mom. 
Our home was always filled 
with neighborhood kids 

and moms. There was always a birthday, First 
Communion, or graduation to be celebrated, along 
with numerous house parties attended by all the 
other moms and their kids. (Hey, kids, what did 
you do with all that stuff your moms bought from 
Tupperware, Home Decorator, and Princess 
House?) Summertime brought picnics and tables 
filled with treasured family dishes. Mom never 
batted an eye when an extra child or two appeared 
at the dinner table. And on drive-in movie nights, 
there would be any number of (unseatbelted!) 
kids in the rear of the station wagon. Mom passed 
in 2014 and left us with a legacy of faith and the 
importance of family and friends.
 Mrs. Mazzante was the “larger than life” mom. 
Her laugh was contagious, and she spoke her 
mind. She wore bright colors and stood out in 
every crowd. She would be found in the kitchen at 
church functions, and her orders were obeyed. Her 
son Tom was our brother from another mother. He 
and my brother Tom were inseparable, and their 
antics would bring deep sighs and eye-rolls from 
Mrs. Mazzante. She passed in 2015 and left us 
with a legacy of tolerance and being who we were 
rather than who people expected us to be. 
 Mrs. Esposit was the mom who was most like 
a family member. She was always present, both 
in good times and bad, bringing with her a feeling 
that everything was going to be okay. She, too, 
was very active in her church, managing the 
kitchen and serving on committees. She was the 
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The Legacy of Mothers...

first mother to have a swimming pool, and we 
spent many hours there soaking up the sun and 
having fun. I remember her rule: no swimming 
without a bathing suit or swim trunks. One day, 
my brothers Frank and Tom showed up to swim in 
shorts and shirts. Mrs. Esposit came out and told 
them to go home and change, and they did – into 
suits belonging to my sisters! I can still hear her 
laughing! When my mom came home from a very 
long stay in the hospital, Mrs. Esposit came over 
every day for coffee, often bringing mom’s favorite 
glazed sour cream doughnuts. She passed this 
year – the last of the Fabulous Five – leaving us 
with a legacy of kindness and generosity. 
 I like to think that these moms are looking 
down on us and congratulating one another on 
motherhood well done. These moms were much 
loved and are deeply missed by all those whose 
lives they touched. I believe there are only two of 
the 25 living in Newberry now. Several have joined 
their Heavenly Mothers; others are still in the 
Williamsport area; and others have moved 
to other states. We who are still on earth 
communicate both in person and via social media, 
and the “remember whens” are the best parts 
of our conversations. And though their era has 
ended, the legacies of these mothers will go on. 
~ Betsy Ross McCoy 

(Continued from page 4) We welcome your tax deductible donations to 
support the continued efforts of the 
Newberry Community Partnership 

to bring quality of life improvements and 
community events to our neighborhood. 

Send contributions to 
Newberry Community Partnership (NCP) 

913 Diamond Street • Williamsport, PA 17701 
For information, message us on Facebook.

Funeral Directors
William H. Kieser – Owner/Supervisor

Sarah E. Kieser, Larry H. & Nancy A. Sanders
www.SandersMortuary.com • 570-322-3466

821 Diamond St. Williamsport, PA 17701
and KIESER MONUMENTS

LINCOLN SENIOR 
COMMUNITY CENTER

STEP Building
(Old Lincoln School - Lower Level)

2138 Lincoln Street • Newberry
Let’s Do Lunch!

Monday thru Friday • Call 327-5483 
by 10:30 AM Day Before to 

Order a Hot Meal

Bingo!
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays

12:30 to 2:30 PM 

Polish 
Club
Jaysburg, PA
1933 – 2023

Newberry 
Community 
Partnership 

would 
like 
to 

thank the 
Polish 
Club 

for their 
continued 

support of our 
organization 
and all the 

good 
things they

 do for 
the residents 

of 
Newberry, 
Jaysburg, 
and the 
City of 

Williamsport.
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League of Women Voters Announces Art Competition

Newberry Youth Focus Group 

 The League of Women Voters of Lycoming 
County is pleased to inform you that we are cur-
rently holding an art competition titled The Power 
of Every Vote. We offer two $400 awards for 
original visual (can include photography, mixed 
media, digital, 3D art) and for written work such 
as essays and poetry. The competition is open to 
high school seniors and will be judged according 
to the relevance to the League’s mission as stated 
below.

 The League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania 
 encourages informed and active participation 
 in government, works to increase understand-
	 ing	of	major	public	policy	issues,	and	influences	
 public policy through education and advocacy.

 The League does not support or oppose any 
political party or candidate but does take – and 
always has taken – stands on issues its members 
have studied. Through a rigorous study and 
consensus-taking process that is initiated by our 
grassroots membership, we take positions on 
governmental, social, and environmental issues. 

If you are interested in being on a contact list, or possibly on a Newberry Community Partnership 
subcommittee, focused on brainstorming ideas for, organizing events for, and finding funding for 
Newberry youth, email insidenewberry@yahoo.com. 

Through research and advocacy, the League 
seeks to encourage Pennsylvanians to actively 
participate in government. For a full list of 
League positions and policy priorities, refer to the 
pa.lwv.org website.
 The competition officially begins on September 
24th and the submission deadline is October 29th.
To make the process more efficient, we are 
contacting Lycoming County schools to request 
that they allow their students to submit their entry 
to a designated school staff member that will act 
as a liaison with the League and the winners will 
then be notified through that staff person. 
 This is the LWV of Lycoming County’s first 
experience with a competition, and we are very 
excited to offer this opportunity to local students. 
The winners’ information will be posted in Inside 
Newberry, among other locations, pending 
parental permission. Please feel free to contact 
us with any questions, concerns or guidance at 
lwvlyco@gmail.com or 570-360-9702. ~ Caroline 
Balliet, President, League of Women Voters of 
Lycoming County 
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Hills Garage
Rickey Hill

Owner
rhill0615@gmail.com

2000 west 4th street | williamsport pa 17701

570-505-1015

Hours | Monday-Friday 9-5

Regular Meetings of Civic & 
Other Groups in Newberry

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS (AA) ..........  570-323-6297
Meets Wednesdays & Saturdays • 7:00 PM • WECCC
If attending, use side entrance off gravel parking lot. 

The support group welcomes new members. 
For additional information, call the 

WECCC	office	at	the	number	listed	above.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 14 ............................570-326 5569
Every Monday • 7:00 to 8:30 pm

St. John’s-Newberry UMC • 2101 Newberry St.
Open to boys age 11 or older

CUB SCOUT PACK 14 .............................. 570-326-5569
Every Monday • 6:30 to 7:00 pm

St. John’s-Newberry UMC • 2101 Newberry St.
Open to boys in Grades 1-5 or ages 7-11 

NEWBERRY COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP .......................................... 570-651-0634

Check our FaceBook page (@ncpcommunity) 
or email for information on meeting dates 

WECCC • 913 Diamond Street
If you would like to present an idea or have a 
neighborhood concern, please call or email 

insideNewberry@yahoo.com to be placed on agenda.

NEWBERRY LIONS ...................................570-974-3858
John Sanso, President

Brad Hillman, Secretary • John Confer, Treasurer
2nd Tuesday • 6:30 pm • Lions Building • Newberry Park

PO Box 4051 • Williamsport, PA 17701
We have health aids like walkers, wheelchairs 

and special beds.Contact Marc at 570-974-3858 

RIGHT PATH TO RESTORATION .............570-323-2747
Held at Diamond Street Christian Church

822 Diamond Street • Every Friday • 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Bible-based, Christ-centered program to assist 

anybody	in	their	fight	with	habitual	sins.	

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF PENNSYLVANIA
Please contact us at lwvlyco@gmail.com to get current 
information on meeting times and locations, as these 
have changed. Meetings are normally held monthly.

THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL ILLNESS 
(NAMI) OF NORTH CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA

Peer Support Group for Mental Health
Second Wednesday of Each Month • 6:30 to 7:30 PM

WECCC • 607-432-4926
NOTE: These are active groups that welcome new members; 
let them know you’d like to attend. To be listed, contact the 
Editor, insideNewberry, 913 Diamond Street, Newberry, PA 
17701 or insideNewberry@yahoo.com. 

CLEAN, CONVENIENT LOCATION
620 Arch Street • Newberry, PA 17701

Open Daily 6:30 AM - 9:30 PM • Off Street Parking
www.newberrylaundrybasket.com

RIGHT-A-WAY
DRIVE-IN CONVENIENCE STORE

570.322.6451
1200 DEWEY AVE.

WILLIAMSPORT, PA 17701
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER 2024

 14 MONDAY Columbus Day (Federal 
   Holiday, Banks Closed) 
 31 THURSDAY Halloween (Observance)

NOVEMBER 2024
 1 FRIDAY All Saint’s Day (Christian)
 3 SUNDAY Daylight Savings Time ENDS 
   (Turn your clocks BACK one 
   hour)
 5 TUESDAY Election Day
 11 MONDAY Veteran’s Day (Federal 
   Holiday, Banks Closed)
 28 THURSDAY Thanksgiving Day (Federal 
   Holiday, Banks Closed)
 29 FRIDAY Black Friday (Observance)

DECEMBER 2024
 1 MONDAY Cyber Monday (Observance)
 6 FRIDAY St. Nicholas Day (Christian)
 7 SATURDAY Pearl Harbor Rembrance 
   Day (Observance)
 9 MONDAY Feast of Immaculate 
   Conception (Christian)
 11 WEDNESDAY Newberry Christmas Tree
   Lighting 
 21 SATURDAY December Solstice (Season) 
 24 TUESDAY Christmas Eve (Christian)
 25 WEDNESDAY Christmas Day (Christian) 
 26 THURSDAY Hanukkah (Jewish)
 26 THURSDAY 1st Day of Kawanzaa 
   (Observance)
 31 TUESDAY New Year’s Eve 
   (Observance)

JANUARY 2025
 1 WEDNESDAY New Year’s Day (Federal 
   Holiday, Banks Closed) 

TYPESETTING & DESIGN SERVICES
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY • CONVENIENT PARKING

Digital Full Color and Black & White Copies
8 1/2 x 11 and 11 x 17 Formats

Come in and see us or simply email your files!
Large selection of paper for your business or home printer

 Email: masprinting@comcast.net

116 Emery Street
 Williamsport
570-326-9222

Located Near Williamsport 
Industrial Park, 

off Reach Road

MAS

Printers of insideNewberry 
Newsletter

WEST END 
COPY CENTER

 Inside 

 Quality, Dependable Printing 
Since 1982

NEWBERRY LIONS CLUB
WE SERVE

We have been serving 
Newberry since 1941

We invite you to come and 
join us to help serve 

Newberry in the future. 
Call 570-974-3858

FULL SERVICE USED CAR DEALER
STATE INSPECTION & EMISSION TESTING

 Alan L. Feist  1898 West Third Street Ph: 570-326-1769
 Scott A. Feist Williamsport, PA 17701 Fax: 570-326-1054


